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| two main habitats (Sand Dunes and Gravel Plains).

Introduction: Following the baseline survey on the vegetation of Dubai Desert
Conservation Reserve which assessed and quantified the vegetation cover and plant
communities and provided data that served as the preliminary basis for comparison.
These study policies are to implement a continuous, practical and efficient vegetation
monitoring program and to apply analytical tools for the data interpretation which
mainly emphasize the assessment of density, cover and diversity of the flora. In addi-
tion, results and findings are also mapped to provide visual illustration of patterns of

vegetation and defining lineage between different floral communities, using multi-
variate analysis and GIS techniques.

The aim: To implement 2 continuous practical and efficient vegetation monitoring
program and te apply analytical tools for easy data interpretation. This information and
data is indispensable for managing the DDCR in a sustainable manner.

Study Region: Dubai Desert Conservation reserve (DDCR) is a designated area set
aside for conserving the natural environment of the desert ecosystem in Dubai. It en-
- compasses about 225km’ of sand dunes desert ecosystem interspersed with gravel
'~ plains and spans about 5% of the total area of Dubai Emirate. Indigenious wildlife was re-
| intreduced as free ranging animals including Arabian Oryx, Arabian Gazelle and Sand

Gazelle.
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