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™ 3 Conservation of the Arabian Bustard in
Tehama-Yemen

I he Arabia
and environ
Senegambia 1«
the Arabian Penin
he species has probably already vanished from Anu arand s ston ange of e Arsbien Bustard Yemeni populations are resident
Saudi Arabia I'he actual range does not exceed 1.000 km?
The overall populations is presumably less than 100 individuals

Main th reatS on ﬂ‘le_p(]j_lll]ati(]ll In most suitable habitat, density can reach up to 0.3 ind. km™

Change in agricultural practices

Spread of irrigation results in a ch: f culti Acaditional crops
Traditional means of cultivation 3 £ FEsulls in a change of cult-

vated plant species and less dependence on rain-
falls. This modifies the phenology of food avail-
ability in the fields and habitat structure, which
might have some effects on the Arabian Bustard
population.

An increasing part of arable land previously used
for traditional crops (Sorghum, pearled millet...)
are converted to plantations of bananas and man-
gos, unsuitable for the typical Tehama wildlife
The shift from traditional means of cultivation to
motorized engine will likely result in an increase
of nest failure: farmers using ox for ploughing
used to bypass nests.

Spread of banana or mang'!
. plantations

Habitat loss

Decreased breeding success

Disturbance in fields Predation by feral dogs

High human population densities re- In addition to a high predator density  Poaching of wild adult birds that ~ Arabian Bustards are generally e
sult in an important level of distur- (raptors, carnivores), the numerous feed illegal trade towards ceived p::-s;twcly by local pﬂdgu ation,
bance: a high percentage of nests are feral dogs wandering in all cultivated neighboring countries is a serious, hqwever direct pers&cuu?:_ d:se::rccur.
abandoned by the females. eggs are areas represent a direct and important if not the most important, threat. Q!ven the low number o bir 1 \ ?
collected for food, chicks are caught threat on chicks survival. single loss put the population at risk.

in unsuccessful attempts to raise them.

Conservation action

Perspectives:

=5

Scientific research

i reeding parameters
Information among local populations - Measure of' b gp

Study the effect of habitat change on the Arabian bustard population (habitat use, breeding success...)
Quantify habitat loss by remote sensing techniques j -
) j ; : bian populations
Assess the genetic relationship between African and Ara :
Develop a sgmail-scale captive breeding programme at N&RC'FJA.E for pnpulatmn_ re-enfnn.femem‘
Identify and develop mechanisms that promote traditional cultivation to secure suitable habitats without ham-
1 i ent .
%e;rélgozucmmmemn“;m‘::;l g::iimwgmmenmi bodies involved in land management and non-governmental
mstitutions involved in wildlife cunservation: o
Develop mechanisms of financial compensation for nest protec




